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Gas Log Control Options
Discover the different types of gas log control options, 
how they operate, and which one is best for you! 

If you’re installing a gas log set, one of the most important decisions you’ll 
need to make is how you want to light it.  

Whether you prefer the reliability of a standard match-lit ignition or want the 
convenience of a remote-operated, electronic system, there’s an ignition type 
available to fit your needs.  

We’ve broken down each control option and how they operate to help you 
choose the ignition system that works best for your gas log set!
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Match-Lit
Match-lit ignitions are the simplest and most affordable way to light your gas 
log set. The system doesn’t include a pilot or valve assembly. You’ll simply place 
a match or lighter near the burner and turn on your gas supply with the includ-
ed gas key valve. Match-lit systems are only available with Vented gas log sets 
fueled by Natural Gas.
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Manual Safety Pilot (SPK) 
Manual Safety Pilots, also known as Safety Pilot Kits (SPKs), feature safety 
systems with flame-sensing thermocouples. Instead of lighting your log set with 
a match or lighter, you’ll turn on your gas supply, push a knob on the gas valve, 
and turn it to the “On” position to ignite the pilot. Once your log set ignites, you 
can release the knob and the pilot will stay lit. To turn your log set off, you’ll 
simply turn the knob to the “Off” position. If the flame goes out for any reason, 
the system automatically shuts off your gas supply.
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Modified Safety Pilot 
A modified safety pilot system is an SPK that has a motor connected to the 
gas valve. Instead of lighting your log set with a control knob, you’ll be able 
to connect a remote control or variable control to it for user-friendly, On/Off 
operation.
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Millivolt Valve 
A millivolt gas valve is similar to an SPK, but instead of relying on a thermocouple 
a millivolt gas valve uses a thermopile. The thermopile generates a larger millivolt 
current than a thermocouple, allowing you to connect a remote control, wall 
switch, timer, or thermostat to the gas log set. Millivolt systems don’t require 
external power since they operate solely off the pilot light, which continuously 
stays lit.
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Electronic Valve 
Electronic ignition systems are the safest and most convenient way to operate 
your log set. Some require a source of power, but most are battery-operated. 
With an electronic gas valve, the pilot will not stay lit. Instead, you can turn the 
pilot light on and off and adjust the flame height on your gas log set using a 
remote control, a wall switch, or a switch on the gas valve.
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We’re Here to Help
If you have any questions about ignition types or which 
one is right for your project, we’d love to help! Call our 
team of NFI-certified experts at 800.919.1904 today!


